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Join us for this compelling interactive
webinar! Coyotes and foxes continue to be a
high priority for those of us who respond to
concerns in communities. This webinar goes
beyond coexistence and deterrence. You will
learn about a new initiative that will help
you with your municipal strategy, the
importance of language when speaking to
the media and thought-provoking research
that explores the social, ecological,
behavioural and ethical dimensions of
human-animal relationships.

Dr. Lauren Van Patter is the Kim & Stu Lang Professor in Community and Shelter Medicine in
the Department of Clinical Studies at the Ontario Veterinary College, University of Guelph.
Lauren is an interdisciplinary animal studies researcher whose background includes
Environmental Sciences and Geography. She is co-editor of the volume ‘A Research Agenda for
Animal Geographies’, and has published in peer-reviewed Veterinary, Animal Studies,
Geography, African Studies, and Wildlife Management journals.
‘Living well’ in multispecies communities: from feral cats, to urban coyotes, to the
human-animal bond.
In her research Dr. Van Patter has explored what it means to ‘live well’ in multispecies
communities by mobilizing more-than-human research methodologies that explore the social,
ecological, behavioural, and ethical dimensions of human-animal relationships. She will share
her findings on feral cats and how social constructions feed into understandings of belonging,
as well as on urban coyotes and coexisting with wildlife in cities. She will also briefly introduce
her new research with the Ontario Veterinary College’s Community Healthcare Partnerships
Program on access to care, the human-animal bond, and multispecies justice.

Michael Howie is an award-winning journalist whose passion for nature and solution-focused
communication led him to the non-profit sector. He is the Director of Communications at The
Fur-Bearers, and host of the popular Defender Radio and The Switch podcasts. Michael's work
for The Fur-Bearers focuses on education and strategic communication support for campaigns.
Outside of The Fur-Bearers, Michael enjoys volunteering, participating in improvised comedy
podcasts, and spending time with his family. He lives in Hamilton, Ontario, the traditional
territories of the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and Mississaugas.
Media Sensationalism + Effective Communication
Coyotes and other wildlife are often vilified in media stories regarding negative encounters or
perceived conflict. This presentation will highlight the issue of sensationalism, its impact and
how effective communication from animal professionals and advocates can help curb this issue.

Lesley Sampson has been working on behalf of canids for >2 decades and is the co-founding
executive director of Coyote Watch Canada. She holds a BPhEd (Honours) from Brock University
(1998) and a post-baccalaureate diploma in Education from D'Youville College (2000). Her
research and practice center on canid behaviour and nonlethal coexistence methodologies. She
is consulted across North America and abroad, facilitating human-wildlife conflict resolution
and outreach. Her extensive fieldwork experience has included collaborations with both
scientific and government agencies, working with the Ontario Ministry of Northern
Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry, local governments, community scientists,
and researchers from Queen’s, Manitoba, Toronto, and Guelph Universities.
Developing a Progressive 'Living' Municipal Wildlife Strategy Framework.
Developing a forward-thinking municipal framework for wildlife policy (canid focus) and
preparedness can be both challenging and rewarding for agencies seeking to provide a solid
document that is practical and accessible to all while providing insight into many of the issues
and human-canid conflict situations that may arise. I'll be discussing an exemplar to assist
agency personnel to begin this process and/or can improve aspects of an already existing policy
document.

